Joe Christopherson by Weaver, Alicia
Idaho LGBTQ Oral History Project   
This material is copyrighted by Special Collections and Archives, Boise State University 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Idaho LGBTQ Oral History Project 
 
 
Joe Christopherson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Idaho LGBTQ Oral History Project   
This material is copyrighted by Special Collections and Archives, Boise State University 2 
 
Idaho LGBTQ Oral History Project 
 
This Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ) Oral History Project began as a key 
component of a cross-listed Boise State University course, Intro to LGBTQ Studies (GEN 380, 
HIS 381, SOC 497). Dr. Riley Caldwell-O’Keefe taught the course and designed the project as 
an interactive learning tool to help students understand LGBTQ history, with special emphasis 
on Idaho history, and the impacts of this history on local individuals. In addition to this history 
and context, students learned interviewing techniques throughout the semester. We discussed 
ethical considerations and obtained Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval for the project. 
Throughout the process, we worked with Boise State Special Collections and Archives librarians, 
Alan Virta and Cheryl Oestreicher. The culmination and digital release of the collection would 
have been impossible without them. We are thrilled and honored to offer these first-person 
insights which help provide a more well-rounded and comprehensive story of Idaho history. 
 
Name: Joe Christopherson 
 
Biography: Joe Christopherson was born in Illinois in 1973. He graduated from Boise State 
University in 1998 and later became a manager at the Balcony Club. Christopherson organized 
the Pride Festival for two years as well as worked on the Sticky Note Campaign. He also 
protested against the sodomy laws. This interview discusses the challenge in meeting other gay 
people outside of the bar scene and the lack of support systems for teens from religious 
backgrounds.  
 
Keywords: Matthew Shepard, hate crimes, depression, drug/alcohol abuse, Nicole LeFavour, 
Sodomy laws, sperm donor, sub-communities, internet, gender roles, Kinsey Scale 
 
Interview date: 2011 
Interviewer: Alicia Weaver 
Interview duration: 54:39 
City: Boise, Balcony Club 
 
Timed Notation: 
00:13   What is your full name and what do you like to be called? 
00:21   When and where were you born? 
00:32   How would you identify in terms of your sexuality and gender? 
00:50 What were the events that led up to you coming out? 
02:08   Would you say that college helped you to open up? 
02:20   Discussion of senior religious ideological rhetorical criticism paper. 
02:40   What conclusion did you come to with the book? 
06:50   Ask about how Joe went through the book 
08:35   How did your past relationship go for you? 
09:42   Where have you lived throughout your life? 
10:22   What has been your involvement in the LGBTQ community in Boise? 
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11:23   Which protests in particular have you been involved in? 
12:08   What was your friend’s name? 
12:32   What exactly did you say to him when you came out to him? 
13:44   How has your relationship with your family been through all of this? 
15:00   How do you approach your working relationships with people? 
15:44   Have you ever had issues while working? 
17:53   What are some clues or ways to identify other gay members of the community? 
18:54   Mentions Gay Rainbow bowling league 
19:09   How did your daughter come to be? 
21:03   What is your knowledge with the gay sub-community in Boise? 
21:52   What was your experience working at the Balcony like? 
24:45   Are there any businesses in Boise that advocate anti-gay policies/religious? 
25:00   Mentions what happens to happens to senior paper 
27:40   How are you feelings towards your orientation? 
29:23   How do you feel about talking about sexuality and certain practices? 
29:30   What changes have you seen over time? 
32:23   Any laws concerning sodomy is a larger umbrella term to arrest someone? 
33:23   Have you seen any differences between gay males and lesbian attitudes? 
35:30   Are there any written rules in the LGBTQ community? 
37:20   How do you feel recent legislation?  More effective or is there more that needs to be 
done? 
39:04   Do you remember any other legislation in Idaho in the past ten years? 
41:13   Have you had the chance to meet Nicole LeFavour? 
41:59   Is there a relative flexibility in the community concerning butch and femme rules? 
43:55   Is Boise a better experience because you are not limited to certain areas? 
47:24   Should there more services made available for teenagers? 
48:47   Should churches be more accepting and more encouraging on the value of life? 
51:01   What would you say to young people in the LGBTQ community?  Advice in the future? 
53:30   Would you say that certain familial roles are not necessary? 
 
